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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

Upon Written Request, Copies Available 
From: Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Filings and 
Information Services, Washington, DC 
20549–0004.

Extension: 
Rule 88 and Form U–13–1; SEC File No. 270–

80; OMB Control No. 3235–0182

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(‘‘OMB’’) a request for extension of the 
matters relating to the previously 
approved collections of information 
discussed below. 

Form U–13–1, [17 CFR 259.113] 
under the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act of 1935, as amended 
(‘‘Act’’), 15 U.S.C. 79, et seq., is required 
to be filed under Rule 88 of the Act by 
companies seeking Commission 
approval to become mutual service 
companies under the Act. 

Rule 88 under the Act, which 
implements Section 13 of the Act 
requires the information collection 
prescribed by Form U–13–1. The 
Commission estimates that the total 
annual reporting and recordkeeping 
burden of collections for Form U–13–1 
is 88 hours (22 responses × 4 hours = 
88 hours). 

The estimate of average burden hours 
are made for purposes of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act and are not derived from 
a comprehensive or representative 
survey or study of the costs of 
complying with the requirements of 
Commission rules and forms. 

An Agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. 

Please direct general comments 
regarding the above information to the 
following persons: (i) Desk Officer for 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Room 10102, 
New Executive Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20503; and (ii) R. Corey 
Booth, Director/Chief Information 
Officer, Office of Information 
Technology, Securities and Exchange 
Commission, 450 5th Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20549. Comments must 
be submitted to OMB within 30 days of 
this notice.

Dated: March 3, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–5207 Filed 3–8–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8010–01–P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

Upon Written Request Copies Available 
From: Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Filings and 
Information Services, Washington, DC 
20549.

Extension: 
Rule 17Ad–2(c), (d), and (h); SEC File No. 

270–149; OMB Control No. 3235–0130

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget a 
request for extension of the previously 
approved collection of information 
discussed below. 

• Rule 17Ad–2(c), (d), and (h)—
Transfer Agent Turnaround, Processing 
and Forwarding Requirements 

Rule 17Ad–2(c), (d), and (h), 17 CFR 
240.17Ad–2(c), (d), and (h), under the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
enumerate the requirements with which 
transfer agents must comply to inform 
the Commission or the appropriate 
regulator of a transfer agent’s failure to 
meet the minimum performance 
standards set by the Commission rule by 
filing a notice. 

While it is estimated there are 900 
transfer agents, approximately ten 
notices pursuant to 17Ad–2(c), (d), and 
(h) are filed annually. The estimated 
annual cost to respondents is minimal. 
In view of: (a) The readily available 
nature of most of the information 
required to be included in the notice 
(since that information must be 
compiled and retained pursuant to other 
Commission rules); (b) the summary 
fashion that such information must be 
presented in the notice (most notices are 
one page or less in length); and (c) the 
experience of the staff regarding the 
notices, the Commission staff estimates 
that, on average, most notices require 
approximately one-half hour to prepare. 
The Commission staff estimates that 
transfer agents spend an average of five 
hours per year complying with the rule. 

The retention period for the 
recordkeeping requirement under Rule 
17Ad–2(c), (d), and (h) is not less than 
two years following the date the notice 
is submitted. The recordkeeping 

requirement under this rule is 
mandatory to assist the Commission in 
monitoring transfer agents who fail to 
meet the minimum performance 
standards set by the Commission rule. 
This rule does not involve the collection 
of confidential information. Please note 
that a transfer agent is not required to 
file under the rule unless it does not 
meet the minimum performance 
standards for turnaround, processing or 
forwarding items received for transfer 
during a month. Persons should note 
that an agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. 

General comments regarding the 
estimated burden hours should be 
directed to the following persons: (i) 
Desk Officer for the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget, 
Room 10102, New Executive Office 
Building, Washington, DC 20503; and 
(ii) R. Corey Booth, Director/Chief 
Information Officer, Office of 
Information Technology, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, 450 Fifth Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20549. Comments 
must be submitted to OMB within 30 
days of this notice.

Dated: March 1, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–5208 Filed 3–8–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8010–01–P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request 

Upon Written Request, Copies 
Available From: Securities and 
Exchange Commission, Office of Filings 
and Information Services, Washington, 
DC 20549. 

Extension: Form U–6B–2, SEC File 
No. 270–169, OMB Control No. 3235–
0163. 

Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.) the Securities 
and Exchange Commission (the 
‘‘Commission’’) is soliciting comments 
on the collections of information 
summarized below. The Commission 
plans to submit these existing 
collections of information to the Office 
of Management and Budget (‘‘OMB’’) for 
extension and approval. 

The Public Utility Holding Company 
Act of 1935 (15 U.S.C. section 79a et 
seq.) requires the filing of an application 
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1 See section 6(a) (requiring prior Commission 
approval under the standards of section 7 for the 
issue and sale of securities) and section 9(a)(1) 
(requiring prior Commission approval under the 
standards of section 10 for the acquisition of 
securities).

and/or declaration on Form U–1 for 
prior Commission approval both for the 
issue and sale of a security and its 
acquisition by a company in a registered 
holding company system.1 Section 6(b) 
provides that the Commission shall 
exempt from the requirement of filing a 
declaration on Form U–1, by rules and 
regulations or orders and subject to such 
terms and conditions, as it deems 
appropriate in the public interest or for 
the protection of investors or 
consumers, certain security issuances 
and sales.

Section 6(b) also contains a reporting 
requirement. It directs the issuer of 
securities exempted under section 6(b) 
to file with the Commission within ten 
days of the issue or sale a certificate of 
notification and directs the Commission 
to prescribe the form of and information 
required in this certificate. Rule 20(d) 
(17 CFR 250.20d) prescribes Form U–
6B–2 as the form of certificate of 
notification to be filed pursuant to 
section 6(b). Form U–6B–2 is also 
prescribed by rule 52(c) (17 CFR 250.52 
(c)) and rule 47(b) (17 CFR 250. 47(b)) 
as the form of certificate of notification 
to be filed by a public utility subsidiary 
company of a registered holding 
company to notify the Commission of 
exempt issuances and sales of securities 
under rule 52 Exemption of Issue and 
Sale of Certain Securities approved by 
state commissions and rule 47 
Exemption of Public Utility Subsidiaries 
as to Certain Securities Issued to the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 
The Commission receives about 177 
Form U–6B–2s per year from 67 
respondents who each file once, which 
imposes an annual burden of about 177 
hours. 

Written comments are invited on: (a) 
Whether the proposed collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of the burden of the collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information collected; and (d) ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. Consideration will be given 
to comments and suggestions submitted 
in writing within 60 days of this 
publication. 

Please direct your written comments 
to R. Corey Booth, Director/Chief 
Information Officer, Office of 
Information Technology, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, 450 5th Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20549.

Dated: March 3, 2004. 
Jill M. Peterson, 
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–5272 Filed 3–8–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 8010–01–P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

[Release No. IC–26377; File No. 812–13052] 

Access Variable Insurance Trust, et al.; 
Notice of Application 

March 3, 2004.
AGENCY: The Securities and Exchange 
Commission (‘‘SEC’’ or the 
‘‘Commission’’).
ACTION: Notice of Application for 
Exemption under section 6(c) of the 
Investment Company Act of 1940, as 
amended (the ‘‘1940 Act’’), for an 
exemption from the provisions of 
sections 9(a), 13(a), 15(a) and 15(b) of 
the 1940 Act, and Rules 6e-2(b)(15) and 
6e-3(T)(b)(15) thereunder. 

Applicants: Access Variable Insurance 
Trust (‘‘the Trust’’) and Access Fund 
Management, LLC (‘‘AFM’’) 
(collectively, the ‘‘Applicants’’). 

Summary of Application: Applicants 
seek an order pursuant to section 6(c) of 
the 1940 Act exempting certain life 
insurance companies and their separate 
accounts that currently invest or may 
hereafter invest in the Trust (and to the 
extent necessary, any investment 
adviser, principal underwriter and 
depositor of such an account) from the 
provisions of sections 9(a), 13(a), 15(a) 
and 15(b) of the 1940 Act, and Rules 6e-
2(b)(15) and 6e-3(T)(b)(15) thereunder, 
to the extent necessary to permit shares 
of the Trust and shares of any other 
investment company or portfolio that is 
designed to fund insurance products 
and for which AFM or any of its 
affiliates may serve in the future as 
investment adviser, manager, principal 
underwriter, sponsor, or administrator 
(‘‘Future Trusts’’) (the Trust, together 
with Future Trusts, are the ‘‘Trusts’’) to 
be sold to and held by: (i) Separate 
accounts funding variable annuity and 
variable life insurance contracts 
(collectively referred to herein as 
‘‘Variable Contracts’’) issued by both 
affiliated and unaffiliated life insurance 
companies; (ii) qualified pension and 
retirement plans (‘‘Qualified Plans’’) 
outside of the separate account context; 

(iii) separate accounts that are not 
registered as investment companies 
under the 1940 Act pursuant to 
exemptions from registration under 
section 3(c) of the 1940 Act; (iv) AFM 
or its affiliates (collectively ‘‘AFM’’); 
and (v) any other person permitted to 
hold shares of the Trusts pursuant to 
Treasury Regulation 1.817–5 (‘‘General 
Accounts’’). 

Filing Dates: The application was 
filed on December 22, 2003 and 
amended and restated on February 23, 
2004. 

Hearing or Notification of Hearing: An 
order granting the application will be 
issued unless the SEC orders a hearing. 
Interested persons may request a 
hearing by writing to the SEC’s 
Secretary and serving applicants with a 
copy of the request, personally or by 
mail. Hearing requests should be 
received by the SEC by 5:30 p.m. on 
March 25, 2004, and should be 
accompanied by proof of service on the 
applicants, in the form of an affidavit or, 
for lawyers, a certificate of service. 
Hearing requests should state the nature 
of the writer’s interest, the reason for the 
request, and the issues contested. 
Persons may request notification of a 
hearing by writing to the Commission’s 
Secretary.
ADDRESSES: Secretary, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, 450 Fifth Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20549–0609. 
Applicants, Donald Mendelsohn, Esq., 
Thompson Hine LLP, 312 Walnut Street, 
14th Floor, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202–
4089.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mark Cowan, Senior Counsel, or Zandra 
Bailes, Branch Chief, Office of Insurance 
Products, Division of Investment 
Management, at (202) 942–0670.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
following is a summary of the 
application. The complete application 
may be obtained for a fee from the SEC’s 
Public Reference Branch, 450 Fifth 
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20549–
0102 (telephone (202) 942–8090). 

Applicants’ Representations 
1. The Trust is registered with the 

Commission as an open-end 
management investment company and 
is organized as an Ohio business trust. 
AFM is registered with the Commission 
as an investment adviser under the 
Investment Advisers Act of 1940, as 
amended, and serves as the investment 
adviser to the Trust. The Trust currently 
consists of four investment portfolios 
that are sold only to separate accounts 
of insurance companies in conjunction 
with variable life and variable annuity 
contracts: Wells S&P REIT IndexSM 
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